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Abstract  

The pupils of the C2 class of the 5th Primary school of Rhodes participated in a Program 

called Open Schools for Open Societies (OSOS -  IDiverSE – STEM) with the title 

“Earthquakes and Volcanos: I am not afraid of earthquakes, I am an Earthquake 

specialist”. This project’s basic aim is to raise consciousness and awareness and prepare 

students in case of an earthquake. In addition it aims to help them become acquainted 

with measures that should be taken before, during and after the end of an earthquake. 

The project’s main objective is to enable children a) get to know the phenomenon of 

earthquakes, b) confront and handle their feelings regarding earthquakes and c) learn 

ways to successfully protect themselves from earthquakes. This project is divided in 

four units: 1) Feel, 2) Imagine, 3) Create, 4) Share. It started with a journey in learning 

about earthquakes, people’s first beliefs about earthquakes and stories from greek 

mythology. They became acquainted with scientific information about Earth’s 

structure, the mechanism that makes the Earth tremble, the rocks of solid crust that 

break, the crevasses and volcanos. Subsequently the project focuses on the preparation 

and the prevention measures before, during and after an earthquake. Getting to know 

about earthquakes mostly with an experiential way and with the use of lab experiments, 

urged students to have a positive disposition towards research. They acquired the 

appropriate information about earthquakes and volcanos and furthermore they realized 

that they must keep calm during an earthquake. To end with, the program was 

concluded with the construction of two seismographs: a) a simple seismograph from 

recyclable material, and b) a second seismograph which resembled more a real 

seismograph. The first seismograph was the motivation for the construction of the 

second.  
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For more information on the program: 

1. Students’ projects from the C2 class of 5th Primary School of Rhodes 

https://portal.opendiscoveryspace.eu/en/osos-project/seismoi-kai-ifaisteia-de-

fovamai-seismo-eimai-seismoeidikos-859814 

2. Teacher’s web page: 

https://emathisi.weebly.com/earthquake.html 

3. You can watch a brief presentation of the program HERE  

https://www.slideshare.net/ipapazaxariou/earthquake-and-volcanos-

233292680 

 

            

 

https://portal.opendiscoveryspace.eu/en/osos-project/seismoi-kai-ifaisteia-de-fovamai-seismo-eimai-seismoeidikos-859814
https://portal.opendiscoveryspace.eu/en/osos-project/seismoi-kai-ifaisteia-de-fovamai-seismo-eimai-seismoeidikos-859814
https://emathisi.weebly.com/earthquake.html
https://www.slideshare.net/ipapazaxariou/earthquake-and-volcanos-233292680
https://www.slideshare.net/ipapazaxariou/earthquake-and-volcanos-233292680
https://www.slideshare.net/ipapazaxariou/earthquake-and-volcanos-233292680


Indicative Students’ comments 

 

- What is an earthquake? 

 The earthquake is dangerous. 

 All objects and buildings shake 

 

- Why do earthquakes happen? 

 Because this is how it happens. There have always been earthquakes. 

 Because the (lithospheric/tectonic) plates move underneath the earth’s surface. 

 

- How do we measure Earthquakes? 

 We measure them from the lines they cause on the seismograph. 

 

- If we transect the earth what do you think we will find inside? 

 Dirt 

 Lava 

 Treasures 

 Volcanos 

 Rocks 

 Insects-worms 

 Dirt, rocks, lava 

 A tree on fire, covered with lava 

 

- What are the lithospheric plates? 

 They are plates that cause earthquakes similar to slates. 

 They are plates that move underneath the earth’s surface like rocks. 

 They are rocks that when they move, the earth moves. 

 

 

 


